                                                                                                                                                        3







Comparison and Contrast between Christianity and Islam
Name
Institution
Date







Comparison and Contrast between Christianity and Islam
Introduction
Christianity and Islam are examples of western religions and the world's two largest religions that have historical connections. Since Christianity and Islam each has their own followers; then there are bound to be differences in both religions in terms of the beliefs and practices that they follow and adhere to. There are differences and comparisons between Islam and Christianity in terms of origin, region, their leaders, the teachings, rituals performed, scriptures, holy days, and the impact that the religions have on their followers' lives. 
Similarities between Christian and Islam
Both Christians and Muslims believe and worship one God, and they are all children of God since he created them. Islam and Christianity both state that there were early prophets which included Abraham, Noah, David, Jesus, and Muhammed. Both religions believe in the bible, with Islam also believing that the bible is a holy scripture since it does not contradict the Quran. Faith among both religions is good for people individually, creates harmony and peace of mind, and is a source of blessings and guaranteed life after death (Case & Chavez, 2017). Muslims and Christians believe in God's rules to be followed by people and obeyed to ensure a good relationship with God. On the issue of judgment day, both the religion believes at the end of the world everyone will be judged as per the life they lived on earth and the deed they practiced. 
There is a belief by both Christians and Muslims that God connects to his people through covenants. The followers wear sacred clothing to signify the covenants they made with God. Certain food and drinks are avoided due to the covenant made with God. According to both religions, the body is sacred and should be treated with the utmost respect (Lewis & Kaleem, 2019). Family is considered a foundation for both Muslims and Christians, believing that family greatly impacts society. Both religions encourage individuals to live a peaceful life away from sin, love and help one another and obey God's commandments. 
Differences between Christianity and Islam
Christianity began few days after the death of Christ, the time for the descending of the Holy Spirit, with the first Christians being Jewish converts. At the same time, Islam originated from Mecca and later spread to other parts of the world through trading activities, military conquest, and missionaries. Christianity's main leaders are the pope of the Catholic Church, archbishops, and the patriarch, while Islam's main leaders are the Imam. The most important holidays in Christians are the Easter holidays and Christmas. Easter marks the death and resurrection of Christ, while Christmas marks the birth of Jesus. The Muslims' important holy days are the Al-Hijra, which marks the Islamic New Year; Eid ul-Adha, the festive of sacrifice; Eid ul-Fitr, the fasting month, Ramadan, which is the fasting month and the prophets Muhammad birthday (Lattu, 2019). Christianity is majorly based on teaching the life, teaching, and death of Jesus, who is believed to have died to save and redeem the sinners. Christians have a belief that Jesus was the son of God and was sent by God to earth to live among human beings, be crucified, die, and resurrect. On the other hand, Islam is based on Muhammad's teaching, who is believed to have been the messenger of Allah. According to Muslims, Muhammad is the perfect believer, and his actions and contact are considered ideal and should be followed by the Islamic followers. According to Lattu (2019), Christians believe the Bible is God's inspired Word, and the Bible's content is not to be added. The teachings of the bible revolve around the teachings of Jesus Christ, the teachings and lives of Major Prophets and the disciples of Jesus, and how Christians are supposed to live their life to acquire salvation and life an external life. On the other hand, Islam people believe in the Quran as their holy book. The Quran is dated from the early 7th century, and the content of the Quran is recounted in the Christian and Jewish scriptures. 
Christians believe that God is revealed in three Coequal and coeternal persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, Muslims believe that it is blasphemy to signify God in three gods. According to Muslims, Allah created man and is sinless, while Christians believe that man was created by God in His own image and is sinful in nature. According to Muslims, salvation is granted by Allah's mercies, and therefore, salvation can be achieved by submitting to Allah's goodwill, but one is not assured of salvation. On the other hand, Christians believe that salvation is a gift that was provided on the cross by Jesus Christ when he died on the cross and is therefore provided through God's grace. As Lewis & Kaleem (2019) stated, Islam is symbolized by a crescent and a star representing the five pillars of Islam and the crescent representing the creator's greatness. Christianity is symbolized by a cross that recalls the crucifixion of Jesus and the benefits of the passion and death of Jesus. 
Conclusion
Christianity and Islam are examples of religions and have some differences and similarities. Similarities between Christianity and Islam include God's belief as the creator and the ruler of all universe, belief in the bible to be a holy book. Both Christians' and Muslims' religious beliefs help individuals live righteous lives. Some of the differences between Islam and Christianity are the difference in origin, the difference in the names and content of the holy books, the difference in the name of their leaders and main holy days, and God's belief as a three coeternal person. 
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